actually known. The biochemical classification of anticancer drugs into alkylating agents, antimetabolites, etc., insofar as it relates to human cancer chemotherapy, is merely speculation masquerading as knowledge. The idea that mean leyels of biochemical parameters in heterogeneous cell collections can lead to 'tailor made' chemotherapy seems conceptually naive. It really is not possible to recommend this book to any practising oncologist, although research workers involved in the development of new antitumour compounds may find it of some interest.
L A PRICE

SeniorLecturerin Medicine InstituteofCancer Research, London
ComputedTomography of the Body (Advanced Exercises in Diagnostic Radiology, vol 13) H C Redman & A E Fisch pp 263 £8 London: Saunders 1979 This book is part of a series of teaching manuals aimed primarily at medical students. The reader is not expected to have previous knowledge of CT scanning. Cases illustrating the use of CT are presented as clinical problems. The text is so arranged that the reader is invited to interpret each scan before proceeding. No attempt is made to describe the physical aspects of CT scanning beyond describing the necessary terminology. The emphasis throughout is on the clinical role of CT and its relation to other imaging techniques. Most importantly, the limitations of CT are spelt out as wellas its successes. The reproduction of the scans is not particularly good but almost all of them are entirely adequate to demonstrate the points being made. The reproduction of some of the conventional X-rays is, however, poor. The text is easy to read, if perhaps a trifle light-hearted for some tastes.
The book can be recommended to anyone who wishes to get the feel of the type of problem that can be resolved by CT scanning and who wants to have some knowledge of the images. It is the sort of book that can be read with profit in the train.
I KELSEY FRY
Consultant Radiologist St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
A Colour Atlas of Tumour Histopathology N F C Gowing pp 272 £35 London: Wolfe Medical 1980 There was need for 'A Colour Atlas of Tumour Histopathology' for many different potential users which included the trainee in pathology who has had passed on to him by his chief a tumour or tumour-like condition which he has not seen before; the busy clinician who confronted by a pathology report may wish to refresh his memory or learn for the first time about the histological appearances described; any doctor who needs to learn in a nutshell what a piece of oncologic nomenclature means; the senior pathologist who confronted with a distinctive tumour pattern is at a loss for a name or guide to a possible name, before consulting the literature; and above all, that great band of innocents with powerful therapeutic weapons in their hands, the radiotherapists and chemotherapists.
How does the present work measure up to their requirements? The Wolfe imprimatur is a guarantee of the best available in colour reproduction and book production, but the formidable reputation of the author as Britain's most erudite and practical clinical histopathologist in the field of tumours and allied disorders is what will make this book the best seller that it deserves to be. 1977. As is so often the case, it has proved difficult to convey the spoken word in the written form. The 10 subject sections contain assorted topics of varying quantity and quality both in the design and presentation of the material reported. Some papers are reported in fuIl providing good data plus fuIl reference lists whilst others are mere abstracts or summaries without either. There are 113 figures, clearly produced, although in at least two subjects the labelling remains in German.
Because of the lack of uniformity of the editing, this volume will have difficulty in earning a place even on library shelves as a potential reference source.
JEAN LUMLEY
Department ofAnaesthetics Royal Postgraduate MedicalSchool. London
Prostaglandins: Physiology, Pharmacology & Oinical Significance. D F Horrobin pp 391 £12 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1978 This book represents Dr Horrobin's view of the prostaglandins. This is, as he admits freely, the view of a comparative newcomer to the field and a view that is sometimes rejected by longer established workers. Without judging between the author and his opponents, I think it would be unwise for a newcomer to prostaglandins to take this book as his primer because of its very personal style. The author states his position clearly but it is not possible to judge the validity of that position until you have gained some familiarity with prostaglandins.
This research field is confusing and confused, and its organization into a readily assimilated form is not made any easier by the discovery every few years of yet another prostaglandin or yet another enzymic pathway. This book may be a stimulus to the more experienced researcher. The author is not concerned that his hypotheses should be correct, merely that they should be tested; he would be as happy for them to be conclusively disproved. Many readers will find Dr Horrobin's grand design, as exemplified by his general theory ofdisease that all disease is a reflection of abnormal prostaglandin metabolism, hard to accept; it is, however, interesting to see it expounded. The medical content is less than in the previous volume, but smallpox prevention, infant feeding and other related themes are interestingly discussed within the context of an awakening social conscience in mid-eighteenth century England. The main Foundling Hospital in London was a central focus of the philanthropic activities of such colourful figures as Captain Coram, William Hogarth and Frederic Handel; and its history also casts an unexpected light on a great pioneer physiologist, the Reverend Stephen Hales.
One of a number of the Hospital's offshoots was established in Aylesbury for a mere 9 years; but its chequered career provides a cameo of the paradoxes of public and private life of the time. Its treasurer was the remarkable libertarian and libertine, John Wilkes, whose valuable work for the hospital was, alas, totally negated by his subsequent embezzlement of the funds in his trust! The author shows vividly the potential riches still to be unearthed by other students of loeal history. As an introduction to oral medicine this book is excellent. It provides the essentials without academic detail and offers much practical assistance. The definition of oral medicine on page 4 leaves the reader wondering whether or not it embraces diseases of the teeth. However, it is clear from Part 5 that the teeth and their supporting structures are included only insofar as they are affected by systemic disease. It seems surprising that dentinogenesis imperfecta should be included but not amelogenesis imperfecta. Apart from one unfortunate late correction the book is remarkably free from error and is very well produced. It seems a pity that so many of the illustrations are darker than necessary.
SYDNEY SELWYN
Section Editor Section ofthe History ofMedicine
In spite ofthese few criticisms this is an excellent book which is very suitable for undergraduate teaching, as one would expect from a knowledge of the authors.
AI DARLING
Professor ofDental Medicine
University ofBristol
